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REE: CANBERRA 7630 

1. DFA DEPUTY SECRETARY HENDERSON CALLED DCM MORNING OF 
NOVEMBER 3 TO QUOTE EXPLAIN UNQUOTE LEAK OF JUSTICE FIX 
DOCUMENT (REFTEL). SUBSEQUENTLY DCM WAS CALLED TO DFA 
BY ECONOMIC DIVISION FIRST ASSISTANT SECRETARY HUMPHREYS. 

2. IN OBVIOUS EMBARRASSMENT HUMPHREYS POINTED OUT THAT 
LEAKED TWO-PAGE MEMCON OF FOX’S THREE AND HALE HOUR 
BRIEFING WAS BOUND TO GIVE ERRONEOUS IMPRESSION OF FOX'S 
TRUE REMARKS AND FEELINGS ABOUT US POLICY. 

3. AFTER MAKING SEVERAL QUOTE CLARIFICATIONS UNQUOTE, 

HUMPHREYS NOTED THAT FOX HAD SINCE RETURNED TO US AND 
TWO WEEKS AGO HAD HAD FULL AND COMPLETE TALKS WITH 
WASHINGTON OFFICIALS INVOLVED IN ATOMIC ENERGY POLICY. 
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HE HAD IN FACT SENT PRIME MINISTER FRASER A LETTER SOME 
TEN DAYS AGO EXPRESSING HIS (FOX'S) FINDINGS; IN A 
TELEPHONE CONVERSATION WITH THE PM FOX LAST NIGHT HAD 
AUTHORIZED LATTER TO RELEASE PART OF THE LETTER, WHICH 
THE PRIME MINISTER HAD DONE TODAY IN PARLIAMENT DURING 
QUESTION TIME. THAT RELEASE HAD QUOTED FOX AS TELLING 
THE PRIME MINISTER QUOTE I FIND MYSELF NOW IN ALMOST 
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COMPLETE HARMONY WITH THE VIEWS OE LEADING US OFEICIALS. 
UNQUOTE. 

COMMENT: 

IT IS IRONIC THAT CLEANING UP THE EEFECT OF THIS LEAK 
IS PROABLY JIM HUMPHREY'S LAST ACTIVE ROLE IN THE 
ATOMIC ENERGY EIELD, AS NEXT WEEK ROY EERNANDEZ TAKES 
OVER A NEW DIVISION WHICH INCLUDES ALL FACETS, 

(POLITICAL, ECONOMIC, NON-PROLIEERATION, ETC) OE 
ATOMIC ENERGY. FERNANDEZ NOW STARTS OUT WITH A CLEAN 
COPYBOOK. 

HUMPHREY SAID THAT TRACING THE LEAK IS PROVING VERY 
DIEFICULT. 

ALSTON 
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